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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1-8- 
2010 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1, 3 - 6, 8, 9, 11 - 19, 23 - 29 are pending. Claims 1,11 have been 
amended. Claims 2, 7, 10, 20 - 22 have been cancelled. Claims 1, 18, 19, 23, 26 are 
independent. This application was filed on 1 2-31 -2003. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered and they were partially 
persuasive therefore new grounds of rejection have been entered. 

3.1 Applicant argues: A. The Examiner has rejected claims 1, 3-6, 8, 9, 14-19, 23-29, 
over Pouisen (U.S. Patent No. 7,062,511) (hereinafter "Pouisen"), in view of Vittal et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,907,401) (hereinafter "Vittal"). (Remarks Page 8, Line 6 - Page 10, 
Line 2) 

There is no disclosure for the term, "preexisting provider", in the specification or 
original claims. The claimed invention does not use the term, "preexisting providers". 
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The only apparent association between entities or providers in the original network 
directory and the new network directory is that a subset of entities or providers in the 
original network directory is within the new network directory. 

There is no disclosure for the example Applicant describes for Page 8, Line 21 
to Page 9, Line 10. There does not appear to be any disclosure in the specification 
where the subordinate entity associated with the new network directory does not know 
any of the providers from the original network directory or that exist before the first visit 
by the subordinate entity. The claimed invention only states that the new network 
directory is created from a subset of providers in an original network directory. 

Pouisen discloses that a default set of portiets or providers can be used as a set of 
providers for a particular type of porta! being generated. This set of portiets or providers 
are not provided by the user as input but are supplied by the server designated as the 
builder of the new network directory. (Pouisen col 6, II 44-51 : default set of portiets 
useful for the type of business being setup). Applicant states that the master entity 
maintains an existing directory of providers (Remarks Page 8, Lines 13-14), which is 
analogous to a default set of portiets. 

If Applicant feels there is disclosure for preexisting providers as argued in the 
remarks, please indicate the citations in the specification that support preexisting 
providers as argued. 

Claim 26 has similar limitations to Claim 1 . 

3.2 Applicant argues: B. Claims 10-13 (Remarks Page 10, Lines 3-8) 

Claim 10 has been cancelled, therefore arguments for Claim 10 are moot. Claims 
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11-13 depend from independent Claim 1 . Responses to arguments against 
independent Claim 1 also address arguments against dependent claims. Refer to 3.1 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The text of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1, 3 - 6, 8, 9, 11 - 19, 23 -29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Poulsen (US Patent No. 7,062,511) in view of Vittal et al. (US 

patent No. 6,907,401) and further in view of Joao et aL (US PGPUB No. 20010037205). 

Regarding Claims 1, 18, 19, 23, Poulsen discloses a method, computer system, 
computer program product for creating an on-line shopping mall using an existing 
computer network directory of a first plurality of providers associated with a master 
entity, the method comprising: 

a) receiving one or more inputs from a subordinate entity for a customization model; 
(Poulsen col. 5, lines 31-34: preferences data input to portal server received 
(input) through graphical user interface)) 

b) creating a new computer network directory of a second plurality of providers 
associated with the subordinate entity using the existing computer network 
directory as governed by and the customization model, wherein the second 
plurality of providers comprises a subset of the first plurality of providers, and 
wherein one or more of the first plurality of providers is copied at least in part to 
the new computer network directory; (Poulsen col 7, II 35-40: preference data 
(seed data) collected; portal generated based on preference data; col 4, II 25 - 41 : 
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development of a portal using portal website development system; usage of seed 
data (data defining the portal; co!. 6, ! 62 - coi 7, 1 7: set of portlets (providers) 
added to portal; providers selected from a list of portlets (selected portlets is a 
subset of list); coi 6, II 44-51 : default set of portlets useful for the type of business 
being setup; col 5, N 15-22: store information about one or more web portal sites 
within database; col 3, II 44-56: portal database) and 
d) embedding an identifier corresponding to the subordinate entity into at least a 
portion of the new computer network directory. (Poulsen col 4, II 54-61 : 
subscriber ID, unique identifier associated with each portal; col 7, II 63-67) 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose network location information. 

However, Vittal discloses network location information. (Vittal col 4, II 47-50: URL 

link interface to merchant sites (network locations)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen 
for network location information as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to 
have an automated means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to 
include a merchant in a service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Poulsen-Vittai does not explicitly disclose sharing a portion of revenue. 
However, Joao discloses wherein each of the first plurality of providers has a 
contractual duty to share at least a portion jQs revenue with the master entity. 
(Joao para 073; para 079: referral fees earned for referring parties; para 100, II 1-6: 
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merchant can notify content provider and allocate a commission and/or referral fee 
to content provider (master entity) for referral (provider from original network 
directory and in new network directory)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Pouisen- 
Vittal for sharing a portion of revenue as taught by Joao. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Joao to provide for 
monitoring, tracking, and management of referral relationships in network type 
environments which are prevalent within business today. (Joao para 002, II 5-9) 

Regarding Claim 3, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 1 and a plurality of 

providers. (Poulsen Figure 4H (440; 441 ; 442; 443); col 6, 1 62 - col 7, 1 7: lists of 

portlets (providers) selected for generated web portal) 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose offering goods and services. 

However, Vittal discloses wherein providers offers goods, services or both goods and 

services. (Vittal col 1 , II 6-10; col 3, II 38-40: provide only goods and services) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
providers offering goods and services as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to have 
an automated means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a 
merchant in a service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Regarding Claim 4, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 1. 
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Poulsen does not explicitly disclose a network location. 

However, Vittal discloses wherein each of the first plurality of providers is associated in 
the existing computer network directory with a network location. (Vittal col 4, II 47-50: 
portal, user interface consists of links (network location) to merchants (providers); col 5, 
II 2-4; col 5, II 9-15: each merchant (provider) network accessible to customers and 
aggregators) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
a network location as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to have an automated 
means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a merchant in a 
service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Regarding Claim 5, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 4. 
Poulsen does not explicitly disclose a network location. 

However, Vittal discloses wherein each of the second plurality of providers is associated 
in the new computer network directory with a network location. (Vittal col 4, II 47-50: 
portal, user interface consisting of links (network locations) to current set of merchants 
(providers); col 5, II 2-4; col 5, II 9-15: subset of merchants (providers) network 
accessible to customers and aggregators) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
a network location as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to have an automated 
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means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a merchant in a 
service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Regarding Claim 6, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 5 further comprising one or 
more of the second plurality of providers by passing linking information for each of the 
one or more of the second plurality of providers through a hosting server controlled by 
the master entity. (Poulsen col 2, 1 66 - col 3, 1 7: portal development system; portal 
server, database; col 6, 1 62 - col 7, 1 7: list (links) of portlets (providers)) 
Poulsen does not explicitly disclose referring potential customers. 
However, Joao discloses wherein referring potential customers. (Joao para 073; para 
079: referral fees earned for referring parties; para 100, II 1-6: merchant can notify 
content provider and allocate a commission and/or referral fee to content provider 
(master entity) for referral (provider from original network directory and in new network 
directory)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen- 
Vittal for referring potential customers as taught by Joao. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Joao to provide for monitoring, 
tracking, and management of referral relationships in network type environments which 
are prevalent within business today. (Joao para 002, II 5-9) 

Regarding Claim 8, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 4 each of the first plurality 
of providers is associated in the existing computer network directory. (Poulsen col 1 , II 
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42-46: one or more portlets (providers)) 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose a unique network location. 

However, Vittal discloses wherein each provider is associated with a unique network 

location identified by a uniform resource locator. (Vittal col 4, II 47-50: URL link 

interface to merchant sites (network locations)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
a unique network location as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to have an 
automated means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a 
merchant in a service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 1 7-23) 

Regarding Claim 9, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the creating of 
the new computer network directory is performed on at least one server controlled by 
the master entity. (Poulsen col 2, I 66 - col 3, I 7: portal website development system 
(server system); col 6, 1 62 - col 7, 1 7: lists of portlets (content providers); portal setup) 

Regarding Claim 11, Poulsen discloses the method of claim \. 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose sharing a portion of revenue. 

However, Joao discloses wherein one or more of the second plurality of providers has a 

contractual duty to share a least a portion of revenue with the subordinate entity. (Joao 

para 073; para 079: referral fees earned for referring parties; para 100, II 1-6: merchant 

can notify content provider and allocate a commission and/or referral fee to content 
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provider (master entity) for referral (provider from original network directory and in new 
network directory)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen- 
Vittal for sharing a portion of revenue as taught by Joao. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Joao to provide for monitoring, 
tracking, and management of referral relationships in network type environments which 
are prevalent within business today. (Joao para 002, !l 5-9) 

Regarding Claim 12, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 1 1 . 
Poulsen does not explicitly disclose a contractual relationship. 
However, Joao discloses wherein the portion of revenue of the one or more second 
plurality of providers is established by the contractual relationship of the master entity 
with the first plurality of providers. (Joao para 073; para 079: referral fees earned for 
referring parties; para 100, II 1-6: merchant can notify content provider and allocate a 
commission and/or referral fee to content provider (master entity) for referral (provider 
from original network directory and in new network directory)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Pouisen- 
Vittal for a contractual relationship as taught by Joao. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Joao to provide for monitoring, 
tracking, and management of referral relationships in network type environments which 
are prevalent within business today. (Joao para 002, II 5-9) 
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Regarding Claim 13, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 1 1 . 
Poulsen does not explicitly disclose sending a portion of revenue. 
However, Joao discloses wherein further comprising sending revenue from the master 
entity to the subordinate entity corresponding to the portion of revenue of the one or 
more second plurality of providers. (Joao para 073; para 079: referral fees earned for 
referring parties; para 100, II 1-6: merchant can notify content provider and allocate a 
commission and/or referral fee to content provider (master entity) for referral (provider 
from original network directory and in new network directory)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen- 
Vittal for sharing a portion of revenue as taught by Joao. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Joao to provide for monitoring, 
tracking, and management of referral relationships in network type environments which 
are prevalent within business today. (Joao para 002, II 5-9) 

Regarding Claim 14, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the new 
computer network directory. 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose a directory of merchants. 
However, Vittal discloses wherein a directory of merchants for on-line shopping by 
customers. (Vittal col 1, II 6-10; col 4, II 41-47: only selling of goods and services by 
merchants (providers) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
a directory of merchants as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
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been motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to have an 
automated means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a 
merchant in a service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Regarding Claim 15, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the one or 
more inputs for the customization model to use in copying selected data from the 
existing computer network directory. (Poulsen col. 5, lines 31-34: preferences data 
input to portal server received (input) through graphical user interface)) 
Poulsen does not explicitly disclose product categories. 

However, Vittal discloses wherein product categories. (Vittal col 8, II 35-64: merchant 
(provider) determines information to be displayed at aggregator (portal, master entity) 
site for customer (user)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
product categories as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to have an automated 
means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a merchant in a 
service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Regarding Claim 16, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 1. 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose online shopping environment and making a 

purchase. 

However, Vittal discloses wherein further comprising providing an on-line shopping 
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environment for customers, wherein the shopping environment incorporates the new 
computer network directory, and wherein the shopping environment is configured so 
that customers may select a merchant from the new computer network directory to 
make a purchase. (Vittal col 13, II 57-62; col 8, II 56-63: users (customers) may 
purchase items (using shopping cart) from directory (list of merchants)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
online shopping environment and making a purchase as taught by Vittal. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for 
an aggregator to have an automated means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether 
or not to include a merchant in a service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 1 7-23) 

Regarding Claim 17, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 16. (Poulsen col 1, II 42- 
46: multiple portlets (providers)) 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose an online shipping environment. 

However, Vittal discloses wherein (i) the on-line shopping environment comprises a 

user interface and (ii) one or more inputs from the subordinate entity comprise defining 

conditional rules; and the method further comprising configuring the user interface to 

dynamically update based on the conditional rules. (Vittal col 2, II 53-68; col 8, II 35-64: 

user interface for merchants (providers) to customized information displayed at portal 

website) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
online shopping environment as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
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have been motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to have an 
automated means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a 
merchant in a service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Regarding Claim 24, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 23 and usage of rules. 

(Poulsen col 1, II 42-46: multiple portiets (providers); col 9, II 6-10: applying rules 
defined in portal database) 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose a product category. 

However, Vittal discloses wherein one of the at least one rule comprises a product 
category. (Vittal col 8, II 43-45: disclose information to the user related to pricing of a 
product (product category)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
a product category as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to have an automated 
means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a merchant in a 
service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Regarding Claim 25, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 23 and usage of rules. 

(Poulsen col 1, II 42-46: multiple portiets (providers); col 9, H 6-10: applying rules 
defined in portal database) 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose a featured merchant. 

However, Vittal discloses wherein one of the at least one rule comprises featured 
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merchants. (Vittal col 8, II 56-58: allow merchant (a featured merchant) to specify the 
shopping options available to the user) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
providers offering goods and services as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to have 
an automated means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a 
merchant in a service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Regarding Claim 26, Poulsen discloses a method for a master entity to create an on- 
line shopping mall for a subordinate entity and to track referrals from the shopping mall, 
the method comprising: 

a) receiving, from the subordinate entity, one or more inputs to define a 
customization model to create the shopping mall; (Poulsen col. 5, lines 31-34: 
preferences data input to portal server received (input) through graphical user 
interface)) 

b) using selected portions of data from an existing computer network directory of the 
master entity as governed by the customization model to create a new computer 
network directory. (Poulsen col 5, II 15-22: information for one or more portals 
stored in portal schema; col 4, II 25 - 41 : development of a portal using portal 
website development system; usage of seed data (data defining the portal)), 
wherein: 

(i) the existing computer network directory comprises a plurality of providers 
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originally associated with the master entity; (Poulsen col 5, II 15-22: 
information for one or more portals stored in portal schema) and 
(ii) the new computer network directory comprises a link to each of a subset of 
the plurality of providers, and further comprises an identifier embedded into 
each link to identify the subordinate entity; (Poulsen col 4, II 54-61: subscriber 
ID, unique identifier associated with each portal) 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose a shopping mall. 

However, Vittal discloses a shopping mall. (Vittal col 4, II 35-46: shopping engine; 
product offerings, reviews, information from merchants, advertisements, other 
information for people conducting electronic commerce) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen 
for a shopping mall as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to have an 
automated means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a 
merchant in a service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose tracking referrals. 
However, Joao discloses: 

c) tracking referrals from the shopping mall using the identifier, wherein configured 
to provide customer access to the subset of providers. (Joao para 073; para 079: 
referral fees earned for referring parties; para 100, II 1-6: merchant can notify 
content provider and allocate a commission and/or referral fee to content 
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provider (master entity) for referral (provider from original network directory and 

in new network directory)) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen- 
Vittal for tracking referrals as taught by Joao. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been motivated to employ the teachings of Joao to provide for monitoring, 
tracking, and management of referral relationships in network type environments 
which are prevalent within business today. (Joao para 002, !! 5-9) 

Regarding Claim 27, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 26 and at least one of the 
one or more inputs for the customization model. 
Poulsen does not explicitly disclose product categories. 

However, Vittal discloses wherein further comprising providing, to the subordinate entity, 
a plurality of product categories for selection by the subordinate entity. (Vittal col 8, II 
43-45: disclose information to the user related to pricing of a product (product category)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
product categories as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to have an automated 
means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a merchant in a 
service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Regarding Claim 28, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 26. 
Poulsen does not explicitly disclose the term "shopping mall". 
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However, Vittal discloses wherein the shopping mall of the first subordinate entity is a 
first shopping mall, and further comprising publishing a second shopping mall based on 
the existing computer network directory, wherein the first and second shopping malls 
are simultaneously available on-line for customer access. (Vittal col 4, II 35-46: 
shopping engine; product offerings, reviews, information from merchants, 
advertisements, other information for people conducting electronic commerce) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen for 
disclosure of the term "shopping mall" as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an aggregator to 
have an automated means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether or not to include a 
merchant in a service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Regarding Claim 29, Poulsen discloses the method of claim 26 wherein the 
subordinate entity is a first subordinate entity, the customization model is a first 
customization model, and the new computer network directory is a first directory, and 
further comprising: 

a) receiving one or more inputs to define a second customization model; (Poulsen 
col. 5, lines 31-34: preferences data input to portal server received (input) 
through graphical user interface)) 

Poulsen discloses wherein using selected portions of data from the first directory as 
governed by the second customization model to create a second new computer 
network directory. (Poulsen col 5, II 15-22: information for one or more portals 
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stored in portal schema) 

Poulsen does not explicitly disclose the term "shopping mall". 
However, Vittal discloses 

b) a shopping mall of the second subordinate entity. (Vittal col 4, II 35-46: shopping 
engine; product offerings, reviews, information from merchants, advertisements, 
other information for people conducting electronic commerce) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Poulsen 
for disclosure of the term "shopping mall" as taught by Vittal. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Vittal for an 
aggregator to have an automated means of acquiring a merchant, deciding whether 
or not to include a merchant in a service of an aggregator. (Vittal col. 2, lines 17-23) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyung Hye Shin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3920. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tonia L. Dollinger can be reached on (571) 272-4170. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


/Kyung Hye Shin/ 

Examiner 
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